WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A foldable seat assembly for a motor vehicle, the seat assembly being movable 
between a normal passenger seating position and a stowed position and comprising 
a seat cushion having an upper seating surface and a generally flat base surface, the 
seat cushion being mounted for pivotal movement about a front transverse axis such 
that the seat cushion can be folded forward from a normal position corresponding to 
the normal passenger seating position of the seat assembly into a stowed position 
corresponding to the stowed position of the seat assembly in which the base surface 
faces upwards, and a backrest connected to the seat cushion and extending upward 
from the seat cushion when the seat assembly is in the normal seating position, the 
backrest having a lower end, an upper end, a front seating surface and a generally 
flat rear surface and being movable from a normal position corresponding to the 
normal passenger seating position of the seat assembly into a stowed position 
corresponding to the stowed position of the seat assembly, the lower end of the 
backrest being arranged to move rearwards as the backrest is moved from its normal 
position into its stowed position such that, in the stowed position, the backrest lies 
behind the folded seat cushion, the arrangement being such that the upper end of the 
backrest folds forwards as the lower end of the backrest moves rearwards during 
movement of the backrest from its normal position into its folded position so that, 
when the seat assembly is in the stowed position, the rear surface of the stowed 
backrest lies immediately behind the base surface of the folded seat cushion and the 
rear surface (and the base surface are aligned to form a generally flat substantially 
continuous load bearing surface. 

2. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 1, the seat assembly further comprising a 
position adjustment mechanism arranged to facilitate movement of the seat cushion 
and backrest between a forward seating position and a rearward seating position. 

3. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 2 wherein the position adjustment mechanism 
is arranged such that the seat cushion and the backrest are lower in the forward 
seating position than in the rearward seating position. 

4. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 2 wherein the position adjustment mechanism 
includes a latching means to selectively latch the seat cushion and backrest in the 
forward and rearward seating positions. 
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5. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 1 wherein the seat cushion is connected to 
the backrest by a releasable locking means. 

6. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 1 wherein the backrest includes a backrest 
frame assembly comprising a support frame and a pair of support legs, each of the 
support legs being pivotally connected to the support frame and in use connecting 
the support frame to a structural part of the motor vehicle. 

7. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 6 wherein a combination of rotation of the 
support legs relative to the structural part of the motor vehicle and rotation of the 
support frame relative to the support legs produces the rearward movement of the 
lower end of the backrest. 

8. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 6, the seat assembly further comprising a 
position adjustment mechanism arranged to facilitate movement of the seat cushion 
and backrest between a forward seating position and a rearward seating position, 
each of the support legs being in use attached to the structural part of the motor 
vehicle by means of a support arm forming part of the position adjustment 
mechanism. 

9. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 8 wherein the position adjustment mechanism 
comprises a pair of front support arms to pivotally connect the seat cushion near to a 
front edge thereof to the structural part of the motor vehicle and a pair of rear support 
arms to pivotally connect the support legs to the structural part of the motor vehicle. 

10. A motor vehicle having a passenger compartment and two or more rows of seating 
mounted in the passenger compartment wherein the rearmost of the rows of seating 
includes at least one foldable seat assembly which is movable between a normal 
passenger seating position and a stowed position and comprises a seat cushion 
having an upper seating surface and a generally flat base surface, the seat cushion 
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being mounted for pivotal movement about a front transverse axis such that the seat 
cushion can be folded forward from a normal position corresponding to the normal 
passenger seating position of the seat assembly into a stowed position 
corresponding to the stowed position of the seat assembly in which the base surface 
faces upwards, and a backrest connected to the seat cushion and extending upward 
from the seat cushion when the seat assembly is in the normal seating position, the 
backrest having a lower end, an upper end, a front seating surface and a generally 
flat rear surface and being movable from a normal position corresponding to the 
normal passenger seating position of the seat assembly into a stowed position 
corresponding to the stowed position of the seat assembly, the lower end of the 
backrest being arranged to move rearwards as the backrest is moved from its normal 
position into its stowed position such that, in the stowed position, the backrest lies 
behind the folded seat cushion, the arrangement being such that the upper end of the 
backrest folds forwards as the lower end of the backrest moves rearwards during 
movement of the backrest from its normal position into its folded position so that, 
when the seat assembly is in the stowed position, the rear surface of the stowed 
backrest lies immediately behind the base surface of the folded seat cushion and the 
rear surface and the base surface are aligned to form a generally flat substantially 
continuous load bearing surface. 

11. The motor vehicle as claimed in 10 wherein the motor vehicle has three rows of 
seating, there being a first row seating mounted at the front of the passenger 
compartment, a second row seating mounted to the rear of the first row seating and a 
third row seating mounted to the rear of the second row seating. 

12. The motor vehicle as claimed in claim 10, the motor vehicle further comprising a 
luggage space, the rear surface of the backrest of the at least one foldable seat 
assembly, when in the normal seating position, defining a front wall of the luggage 
space. 
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13. The motor vehicle as claimed in claim 12 wherein the length of the luggage space is 
increased by moving the at least one foldable seat assembly from a rearward 
position to a forward position. 

14. The motor vehicle as claimed in claim 12, the motor vehicle further comprising a floor 
structure and, in the region of the luggage space, a false floor spaced above the floor 
structure, the lower end portion of each backrest of each foldable seat assembly, 
when in the stowed position, being located between the false floor and an adjacent 
portion of the floor structure and each backrest being shaped so as to form in 
combination with the false floor a generally flat load bearing surface extending from 
the rear of the passenger compartment to a forward edge of the folded backrest. 

15. The motor vehicle as claimed in claim 12 wherein each backrest, when in the stowed 
position, forms a generally flat load bearing surface extending from the rear of the 
passenger compartment to a forward edge of the folded backrest. 

16. The motor vehicle as claimed in claim 12 wherein the luggage space includes a well 
which is covered when the backrest of the or each foldable seat assembly is in the 
stowed position. 

17. The motor vehicle as claimed in claim 10 wherein the base surface of the seat 
cushion of the or each foldable seat assembly, when in its stowed position, is aligned 
with the rear surface of the stowed backrest of that foldable seat assembly. 

18. The motor vehicle as claimed in claim 11 wherein the second row seating includes at 
least one re-configurable seat assembly comprising a seat cushion having a seating 
surface and a rear surface and a backrest having a seating surface and a back 
surface and the at least one re-configurable seat assembly is movable between a 
seating position and a stored position wherein, when in the stored position, the back 
surface of the backrest of the at least one re-configurable seat assembly is aligned 
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with a corresponding stowed foldable seat assembly so as to provided a generally 
flat substantially continuous surface from the rear of the passenger compartment to a 
forward edge of the backrest of the stowed re-configurable seat assembly. 

19. The motor vehicle as claimed in claim 18 wherein the at least one re-configurable 
seat assembly is further movable from the seating position in which the seat cushion 
is arranged substantially horizontal and the backrest extends upwards from the seat 
cushion to a table position in which the backrest is folded forwardly onto the seat 
cushion to form a raised substantially horizontal surface. 

20. The motor vehicle as claimed in claim 19 wherein the at least one re-configurable 
seat assembly is movable from the table position to the stored position by movement 
of the seat cushion and backrest of the re-configurable seat assembly in a downward 
direction. 

21. A motor vehicle as claimed in claim 20 wherein the seat cushion is connected to a 
structural part of the motor vehicle by a collapsible linkage including a locking 
mechanism used to hold the seat cushion in a raised position and which when 
released allows the seat cushion and the backrest to be moved downwards. 

22. A motor vehicle as claimed in claim 19 wherein the at least one re-configurable seat 
assembly is movable from the table position to a folded forward position by rotating 
the folded seat assembly about a transverse axis located near to a front edge of the 
seat cushion so that the respective seat cushion and backrest are arranged 
substantially vertically. 

23. A motor vehicle as claimed in claim 22 wherein the second row seating comprises a 
centre seat assembly and two outer re-configurable seat assemblies, both of which 
are movable from the table position to the folded forward position. 
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24. A motor vehicle as claimed in claim 22 wherein the at least one re-configurable seat 
assembly is selectively securable in the seating position towards a rear edge of the 
seat cushion by a release mechanism and is movable from the table position to the 
folded forward position by releasing the release mechanism and rotating the seat 
cushion and the backrest about the transverse axis into the folded forward position. 

25. A method of converting a motor vehicle from a normal seating configuration to a load 
carrying configuration, the motor vehicle having a passenger compartment in which is 
mounted a first row seating comprising at least one seat assembly, a second row 
seating comprising a least one seat assembly having a seat cushion and a backrest 
having a generally flat back surface, and a third row seating comprising a least one 
seat assembly having a seat cushion and a backrest having a generally flat rear 
surface defining an upper end thereof and a the lower end thereof, the method 
comprising the steps of folding forward the seat cushion of the at least one seat 
assembly of the third row seating, moving the backrest of the at least one seat 
assembly of the third row seating to a stowed position in which the backrest lies 
behind the folded seat cushion, folding forward the backrest of the at least one seat 
assembly of the second row seating onto its respective seat cushion and moving the 
at least one folded seat assembly of the second row seating into a lowered stored 
position, the backrest of the at least one seat assembly of the third row seating being 
arranged so that when the backrest of the at least one seat assembly of the third row 
seating is moved from the normal seating position into the stowed position the said 
upper end is folded forwards as the said lower end is moved rearwards so that, when 
the seat assembly of the third row seating is in the stowed position, the rear surface 
of the stowed backrest lies immediately behind the base surface of the folded seat 
cushion of the respective seat assembly of the third row seating so that the 
respective rear surface and the respective base surface are aligned, the backrest of 
the at least one seat assembly of the second row seating being aligned with the seat 
cushion and backrest of the at least one stowed seat assembly of the third row 
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seating to produce a generally flat substantially continuous load bearing surface from 
the first row seating to the rear of the passenger compartment. 
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